Postoperative
pain is often the most distressing part of a surgical procedure. Traditionally this has been relieved by narcotic analgesics given by injection both during and after the operation, but recent work has shown considerable increase in comfort when morphine is administered by an epidural route (Lanz et al. 1982; Stenseth, Sellevold and Breivick 1985) . The use of epidural morphine, however, has been associated with a high incidence of side effects, of which urinary retention may be troublesome, with up to 64% of patients requiring catheterisation (Walts et al. 1985) . (Table  I) . (Table  II) . After the first 12 hours, there was no significant difference in the total analgesic requirements of the two groups. 
